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A Citizens’ Guide to Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about Your Town

Just as you keep the operator’s manual to your car in your

glove compartment, we hope you'll keep the Middlesex
Operator s Manual someplace handy in your home.

We I!opc.you'll not only find the Manual a helpful 100l, but
that it might also nudge you to get more involved. Take a
look; w hether you're interested in opportunities for recreation
or business, for youth or parents or seniors, for exploring
nature or for democratic participation, they're all available
here in Middlesex. And the more day-to-day interactions we
have as neighbors, the healthier we are, the more vibrant our
cconomy, the stronger and richer our democracy,

This booklet is intended to serve as a helpful first step, to
guide you to official sources for more in-depth information
as needed. It was created for your convenience by volunteers,
and should not be considered an official town document, or
the last word on any topic. When in doubt, go directly to the
agency involved.

We have tried to limit ourselves 10 listing resources that
exist within Middlesex. In some cases we've slipped outside
our borders 1o include those that are particularly necessary
to residents (for example, health care), with a special focus
on those that we are asked to fund with local tax dollars.
Naturally, residents have an enormous variety of librarics,
news sources, and other resources available to them; again,
we have tried to focus on those with the most relevance to our
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town, If you know of a resource that’s missing, please let us
know, so that it can be included on the website and in future
print editions.

The first Middiesex Operator s Manual was created in 2003;
this is a S-year update, Since names and numbers change
frequently, the enclosed “Contacts™ sheet is intended to
be kept with your Operator's Manual, and will be updated
peniodically. For the most up-to-date official information about
town officers and issues, check the Middiesex website: www.
middlesex-vt,org or call the Town Clerk’s office at 223-5915.
Enjoy your town!

Your neighbors on the
Middlesex Town Meeting Solutions Commitiee
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Extra copies of this manual, or of the latest Middlesex
“Contacts” sheet listing phone numbers of local officials, can
be obtained at Town Hall, Rumney School, or by comacting
the Town Meeting Solutions Committee.

Questions, comments, or suggestions regarding the Middlesex
Operator’s Manual can be addressed 1o the Town Meeting
Solutions Committee ¢/o Town Hall, $ Church St Middlesex
VT 03602, or comtact Susan Clark, (802) 223-5824,
sclark@sover.net.
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Town Clerk

The Town Clerk’s office, located in Middlesex Town
Hall, is the hub of town activity. Not only does the
Town Clerk run Middlesex’s elections; this is where
you go if you want to look at town records (land, birth,
death, marriage, you name it), ask a question about
local taxes, or license your dog. Many meeting notices
are also posted at this office.

Vermont law entrusts the Town Clerk with an
extraordinary list of duties, ranging from recording,
preserving and certifying public documents to
administering oaths of office, running the local elections,
maintaining the grand list, issuing marriage licenses,
and licensing animals,

The Town Clerk is elected at Town Meeting for a one-
year term. Middlesex also has an Assistant Town Clerk.
appointed by the Town Clerk. The Town Clerk is an
independent official, answerable only to the voters.
S/he may set the clerk’s office hours.

The Middlesex Selectboard welcomes your participation. L-r
Peter Hood, Bill Callnan, Mary Skinner, Mary Hood Alex-
ander. Not pictured: Walt Kelley and Cindy Carlson, (clerk )

Selectboard

The Selectboard is at the center of town government in
Vermont, and Middlesex is no exception,

Middlesex has a five-member Selectboard. Members
are elected by Middlesex voters at town meeting,
for staggered terms of either two or three years, The
Selectboard is responsible for the general supervision
of town affairs. It has a number of functions, including
some that are legislative (enacts local ordinances,
regulations and policies), and others that are executive/
administrative (prepares the budget, oversees all town
expenditures, supervises town employees, and controls
town buildings and property). It also does work that is
quasi-judicial—for example, it determines private rights
when the town is laying out and reclassifying town
highways,

Selectboard members want to hear from you. The sooner
they hear from you about a problem, or the earlier in a
decision-making process you offer your comments, the
better it is for everyone. Selectboard members welcome
questions, concems or just chatting with Middlesex
citizens, and encourage you to contact them by phone,
c-mail, or in person. (See Contacts sheet.)

Citizens are always welcome to attend Selectboard
meetings. The agenda is posted at the Rumney School,
the Town Hall, and the village store, or you can request
one from the Selectboard, Selectboard meetings are held
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.
at the Town Hall. To get a particular issue on the agenda,
contact the Selectboard. (See Contacts)

...And Other Local Officials

Town Treasurer

The Treasurer is clected at Town Meeting to a one-year
term and is responsible for keeping the town's financial
accounts, investing money received by the town (with
the approval of the Selectboard), keeping a record of the
taxcs voted, and paying orders drawn on town accounts.
The Treasurer works with the auditors to settle town
accounts prior to town meeting, and is often called upon
to provide the Selectboard with financial information.
Voters may elect the same person to be both Clerk and
Treasurer. (See Contacts)



Auditors

Middlesex has three auditors, elected to staggered three-
year terms. These officials, along with the Selectboard,
review the work of a certified public accountant hired by
the town to conduct the official audit, which is included
in the Town Report. (See Contacts)

Budget Committee

The Budget Commitiee’s three members are elected
1o staggered three-year terms. Budget Committee
members follow the deliberations of the Selectboard
and School Board as they develop their budgets for
the following year, ask questions and offer comments;
develop or find data needed to evaluate the decisions of
these boards; and report to voters (in the annual Town
Report) observations and data which will be useful to
voters as they consider the proposed budgets (also in
the Town Report). (See Contacts)

Collector of Delinquent Taxes

It is the job of the Collector of Delinquent Taxes 1o
notify taxpayers when their taxes arc overdue, 10 make
arrangements for late payments, of 1o take formal
collection actions, including conducting tax sales of the
property when necessary. This official must keep records
of all delinquent accounts, and provide an accounting of
them for the Town Report. This official is clected fora
one-year term. (See Contacts)

Justices of the Peace

Although histonically Justices of the Peace performed
important judicial functions in towns, the tasks of
today's JPs are primarily: to administer oaths of office;
to perform marmiage ceremonies and civil unions; and
10 serve on the Board of Civil Authority.

The number of justices allocated 1o each town IS
apportioned to population; Middlesex has seven justices.
Because the JP position used to involve great political
influence, the nominating procedure is very different
from that of other town officers. Justices are nominated
for office at the September political party primanes m
cach even-numbered year. (Independent candidates may
also have their names placed on the ballot by petition.)
Justices are elected biennially on the first Tuesday in
November, (See Contacts)

Board of Civil Authority

The Board of Civil Authority is made up of the
Selectboard, the Town Clerk, and the Justices of the
Peace. The BCA is the governing body for elections,
Duties of this board include assisting in elections,
delivering and counting ballots, and hearing tax
appeals.

Town listers

Listers determine the value of the real and personal
property in the town. The Selectboard then sets a tax
rale mecessary 10 raise the money to pay for town
services and schools. The Middlesex Board of Listers,
like most Vermont towns, consists of three members.,
They are elected one position per year for three-year
terms. For more on listers' responsibilitics, see “About
Property Taxes.” (See Contacts)

While thas bear usually lives at the 1850 River House B&B,
he posal in front of the Town Hall in honor of the bicwele race

[ A hrovin ! » ;
that passes trough Middlesex vallage every Labor Day. Phote
by Doug Lomhard
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About Property Taxes

Note: This tax information is provided as a general
overview and should not be your sole source of
information. For up-to-date details and deadline
information. contact the Town Clerk s office

Vermont citiesand towns use money raised from property
taxes to pay for municipal services and for education.
Here are some of the system’s key clements:

* The town’s Grand List is compiled cach year by
the town listers. It lists a description, the owner, and
assessed value of each taxable property as of April 1.
In other words, it is a once-a-year snapshot of town
property values and ownership.

* The municipal tax rate is determined by dividing
municipal expenses by the Grand List total (the sum of
all real property values in the town)

* The education tax rate is computed through a
complicated procedure by the State, and provided to the
towns, It is derived from a town’s education expenses,
state-determined common level of appraisal (CLA),
equalization studies that compare property values with
other towns, and other adjustments

* The Grand list contains two categories of properties:
residential (or homestead) and non-residential. These
categorices are taxed differently. A homestead property
is the owner’s principal, year-round residence. The
homestead definition is established by filinga Homestead
Declaration (HS-131) on or before Apnl 15, usually
with your state income tax retum. All other properties
are considered as nonresidential. The homestead tax

raie 1s determined via the education tax, the CLA, and
the mu.mcipal tax rate. The nonresidential tax rate is
determined the same way, but without the equalization
and the education adjustments

These formulas, including spending decisions volters
make on Town Meeting Day, go into determining
the taxes you pay. In 2007, Middlesex residents were
assessed at a homestead tax rate of $1.99 for every S100
of assessed value, The rate included a municipal tax
rate of $0.46, with $1.53 going toward funding Rumney
School and the Middlesex share of U-32.

Vermont listers are required to list all taxable property

on the Grand List at its fair market value. However, the
listed values usually do not reflect fair market value

This is because real estate markets constantly change,
and townwide reappraisals are not conducted annually

A town’s CLA is determined by the state, based on the
relation between the assessed values and actual sale
prices of properties in town, Ideally the listed values
would be the same as the fair market value, and the
CLA would be 1.0 If the CLA falls below 0.8, a town
is required to reappraise. The last townwide reappraisal
in Middlesex occurred in 2004. Since then, real estate
values have been nising, resulting in a falling CLA. If
this trend continues, another reappraisal will be required
in the near future,

Tax rates are usually set in June and the tax bills mailed
in July. Taxes are due in full usually by a November
20 deadline. Payments of taxes after the deadline are
charged an 8% penalty and a 0.7%/month penalty
thereafter on the unpaid balance. A discount, usually
approved at town meeting and usually 2%, is made on
taxes paid in full within 30 days of issuance.

e e T T RS TR TR

4



| Your Property Taxes
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owners must be notified of any change in their

ement via a Change of Appraisal Notice.
‘then has the option of appealing the
through @ procedure described in the
is called a tax grievance, and the first step
before the Board of Listers. If this doesn’t
sem, the Listers' decision can be appealed

i of the Selectboard and the Justices of the
Staxpayer continues 10 be unsatisfied, appeal
made to either the State Board of Appraisers

Washington County Superior Court. The

100 change. Check with lhc Town Clerk in
10 find out the grievance timetable for that

fhis can be determined on Form HS-122 which
red from all Vermont homeowners by April 15
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owners of 25 acres or more, or over
a dwelling, are eligible for significant tax
through enrollment in the Vermont Current

Check with the Listers for more information

in person (no appointment necessary) at
Cf_:!ﬂ_k’! office on Wednesday mornings. (See

MCamcls Hump. Pholo by Mark Bushnell
oM tree” along the snowmachine trail between

Roads. Photo by Janet McKinstry

h. Deadline for enrollment is September 1 of

All About Dogs in Middlesex

Dog Licenses: All dogs in Middlesex should be li-
censed by April Ist of cach year. The fee is $7.00 for a
neutered male or spayed female and $11.00 for a non-
neutered male or non-spayed female. A portion of these
fees (53.00) goes to the state of Vermont with the rest
going to the town of Middlesex. Dog licenses are issued
by the Town Clerk.

If you have a complaint about a barking dog, contact
the Town Constable. (See Contacts) Likewise, if you
come across an unaccompanied dog, contact the Town
Constable, who will contact the owner, Dogs are not
allowed to run at large —that is, off the owner’s prop-
erty. Dogs off the owner’s property must be accompa-
nied by a person able to keep the animal under control,
cither by a leash or voice command. Complaints about
dog bites should be reported to the Health Officer. (See
Contacts)

Unlicensed dogs may be brought to the animal shelter
by the Town Constable or other town official. (Middle-
sex has a contract with the Central Vermont Humane
Society.) The shelter will hold them for eight days be-
fore putting them up for adoption. In order to retneve a
dog from the animal shelter, the owner must have proof
of registration, proof of rabies vaccination and must pay
a fine. If there are three written complaints about a dog,
the Selectboard can hold a hearing about the matter.




Planning and Zoning: Who, What and How?

Planning is the process of designing a community's fu-
ture, Zoning is the process of regulating proposed uses

of property, so as to fit with the plan that the town de-
signed.

In Middlesex, the Town Plan is developed by the vol-
unteer Planning Commission, with input from citizens.
After a public hearing, the plan is then referred to the
Selectboard, which also holds a hearing. In towns that so
choose (and Middlesex has been one), the Selectboard
then sends the plan to the voters for approval. The Town
Plan may include recommendations for both voluntary
and regulatory actions. It is also used as a benchmark
in certain Act 250 proceedings. The plan is updated and
readopted every five years. The Planning Commission is
also charged with preparing Zoning Bylaws or amend-
ments to implement the Town Plan, which are adopted
in a similar fashion. There is a specific process for Zon-
ing Bylaws or amendments (Planning Commission Re-
porting Form for Municipal Bylaw Amendments).

Between 2003 and 2006, the Planning Commission and
the Selectboard worked on revising the Middlesex Zon-
ing Bylaws (originally adopted in 1987). The new zon-
ing regulations were approved by a vote of the town in
November 2006. An updated draft Town Plan was sub-
mitted by the Planning Commission to the Selectboard
in 2007 with an anticipated vote by the Middlesex vot-
ers at Town Meeting, 2008,

Stop by the town office or go to www.middlesex-vt.org
to take a look at a copy of your Town Plan. It is updated
every five years, so if there’s something in it you'd like
10 see written differently, there are regular opportunities
1o change it.

Planning Commission

In a broad sense the Planning Commission is respon-
sible for thinking ahcad, with the help of Middlesex resi-
dents — for envisioning what we all want our town to be
like in the future and then helping to make that happen.

In addition to drafting the Town Plan and zoning bylaws,
the Planning Commission does site plan review of zon-
ing applications for “allowed™ uses (except one- or two-
family residential uses, forestry and agricultural uses).
The Commission can use this review to request certain
conditions relative to the layout of roads and driveways,
traffic flow, landscaping and screening and erosion con-
trol measures. (Zoning applications for uses defined as
“conditional™ are referred to the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment for consideration.)

In addition, the Planning Commission may study and
make recommendations on land development, transpor-
tation, energy conservation, and many other related mat-
ters. The Planning Commission contacts town residents
about meetings where citizens can provide input, and
includes news in the Middlesex Newspaper.

The Commission is made up of five members, elected for
staggered three-year terms. The group welcomes people
who want to get involved, and encourages you to contact
them with questions or comments. Meetings are held on
the third Wednesday of each month from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Call a Planning Commission member to confirm before
you travel, (See Contacts)

()
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Middlesex is home 1o a beautiful vanely of salamanders, frogs and toads These color pencil illustrations were done by Zach
Fielder for his Rumney 6th Grade Advance Award project on local amphibians
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Zoning and Access Permits

The town of Middlesex is divided up into zoning districts.
Different kinds of development ore permitted in ecch of the
districts. A copy of Middlesex’s zoning regulations, including
o mop showing the zoning disiricts ond the building ston-
dards within eoch, con be obiained from the Town Clerk or

ot www.middlesexvt.org

i you're doing work on the outside of o building in Middle-
sex, you'll probobly need o zoning permit. Zoning permits
ore required for erecting, constructing, ealarging or mav
ing most buildings or structures, excavation or londfill, any
change in the use of any building or other structure, or lond
or exdension of use of land [for exomple, changing from resi-
dential use to commerciol use). ¥ o project will involve only
the interior of a building or involves construction of up 1o
two outbuildings of less thon B0 12, o zoning permit is nol
required

If you're installing or changing your driveway, you may need
on occess permit. Access permits are required for the con

struction of, or chonge in the use of, drivewoys intercepting |

Town Highways
Remember: you need 1o obiain the permit before you begin

construction. Usuolly o zoning permit con be issued by the |

oction of the Zoning Adminisirotor. Permit opplicotions ore
ovailoble of www.middlesexvt.org or ot the Town Clerk's
office; see fee schedule below

The Zoning Administator must either approve or deny an oppli-
cation for o zoning permit within the 30-doy period prescribed
by law; otherwise, the permit receives outomatic cpproval. If
the zoning administrator denies your request for @ permit, you
may oppeol the decision 1o the Zoning Board of Adjustment
[Zoning Boord of Adjusiment Hearing Application)

If you ore plonning 1o build o new home, odd new build
ings, put on oddition on your present home, instoll o pool,
elc., please toke special notice not 1o infringe into the eleciric
utility’s rightof woy. If you have questions about possible in-
fringement, please contoct the specific electric utility

Permit Fee Schedule (as of 1/08)
Residential, commerciol or industrial

project under $25,000:. $75.00
Residentiol project over $25,000 $200.00
Commercial or industrial

project aver $25,000: $325.00
SubDivision Fees (per kot): ...$125.00
Home Industry: , B 0
Cenificate of O((uponcy: S Bh00e0 09 bl SR pTETIRN Y o - $7.00

Note: Fees double for projects which have initiated construe-

ton before o permit is issued

Access Pormit Foe: . $25.00 (new)
l'locring Fees

Zoning Boord of Adjustment: ..., $75,00
Planning Comenission: ... ... .

R, ¥ £ X+ 1|
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Wrightsville Resenvoir. Photo by Jeb Wallace-Brodeur

Zoning Administrator

The municipal administrative officer, more commonly
known as the “Zoning Administrator.” is the person
who administers the zoning ordinances. This officer is
typically one of the first public officials contacted when
property development is proposed, or when someone
has a complaint. The Zoning Administrator must admin-
ister the municipal bylaws literally, and does not have
the power to permit any land development that is not in
conformance with the zoning bylaws. The Zoning Ad-
ministrator is appointed (or, if no one comes forward, is
hired) by the Planning Commission with approval from
the Selectboard for a three-year term. (See Contacts)

Zoning Board of Adjustment

Within any zoning district, a given type of .dc\clopmcm
may be an “allowed™ use or a "mnduu.)lml' use. In the
case where a proposed project is a conditional use, a “con-
ditional use review” is conducted by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment. In addition, the Zoning Bogrd of Adjustment
hears appeals from decisions of the Zoning Admxmst‘mof.
and grants or demies requests for variances, 11‘)1: Middle-
sex Zoning Board of Adjustment is made up of five mem-
bers appointed by the Selectboard. (See Contacts)

QLT
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Septic Regulations

Middlesex has no specific regulations concerning onsite
sewage disposal systems. Middlesex is affected by state
law, however. A law passed in 2002 changes the way on-
site sewage is regulated. New subdivisions and systems
under repair have to meet state standards for the design
of an on-site septic system. Most existing lots and all
new lots will have to follow state standards for design,
siting and construction of systems as of 2002, For infor-
mation on the state standards, contact either the Permit
Specialist or the Regional Engineer at the Agency of
Nawral Resources District Office in Barre, 476-0190.

Town-Owned Land

The Town owns a small undeveloped parcel along the
Winooski River. The town also owns a small property

in the Village between the Town Hall and the Middlesex
Country Store.
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Ihe view from White Rocks is well worth the hike Pholo by
Jeb Wallace-Brodeur
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Landowner Issues

Posting: In Vermont there is a long tradition of property
owners allowing access to their property for recreation
and of respect for the private property on the part of
those who are allowed to use it for hunting, fishing and
other recreational pursuits. If land is not posted, you are
not legally required to ask permission to walk, hunt or
fish on private property. Nonetheless, asking permission
shows appreciation and respect for the landowner. If you
would like to restrict hunting, trapping and/or fishing,
you can legally post your land so as not to allow these
activities. Legally posted land must be recorded annu-
ally in the Town Clerk’s office. The requirements for
such posting are found in 10 VS.A. Section 5201 and
arc available from the Town Clerk.

Landowner Liability: Private land plays an important
role in providing outdoor recreation opportunities for
Vermonters. To encourage landowners to allow recre-
ational users on their land, the Vermont Legislature has
enacted strong legal protections for private landowners
who allow use of their land. Thus, it is difficult for a
landowner to be held liable for any injuries an individ-
wval may sustain while using private property unless the
landowner has intentionally created a dangerous condi-
tion. For more information about landowner liability,
request “Public Recreation on Private Land: A Land-
owner's Guide™ available from the Vermont Department
of Forests, Parks and Recreation, 103 South Main Street,
Waterbury VT 05671-0601: phone 241-3693.

Related Organizations

The Central Vermont Regional Planning Commis-
sion is a consortium of 23 central Vermont towns and
cities, including Middlesex. CVRPC provides a forum
for municipalities to work together on regional issues. It
also offers member communities professional assistance
with local planning, including providing GIS maps.
For more information, contact CVRPC at 29 Main St.,
Montpelier, 229-0389, or contact Middlesex's CVRPC
representative. (See Contacts)

The Winooski Natural Resources Conservation Dis-
trict is a non-profit organization providing landowners in
Washington and Chittenden Counties with technical, edu-
cational and financial assistance in conservation of natural
resources. They run the Envirothon education program for
high school students and cach spring they have a native tree
and shrub sale, Contact the Winooski NRCD Berlin office
at 828-4493 or www.vacd org/winooski/index shtml



Conservation Commission

The Middlesex Conservation Commission’s mission is
to conserve the town's natural and cultural resources
The Conservation Commuassion works with the town's
other governmental entitics and the public 10 identify
and assess resources, to offer the town and landown-
ers guadance on planning for the conservation of these
resources, and to educate the residents of Middlesex as
to why conserving these resources is so important. The
town has a modest conservation fund 1o help conserve
the town’s natural, scenic, recreational, historic and cul
tural resources, Applications for monetary support from
this fund are made on a form provided by the Conserva
non Commussion, Updates on the Commission’s work
appear regularly in the Middlesex Newspaper

The Coaservation Commission’s nine volunteer mem-
bers are appointed by the Middlesex Selectboard for
staggered terms of four years. Citizens are encouraged
to attend mectings on the first Thursday of every month
at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall. (See Contacts)

The Middlesex Village Cemetery, Middlesex’s oldest
cemetery, is owned by the town, and is maintained by
the Cemetery Commassion (see below), Some of Mid-
dicsex’s early residents, including Revolutionary and
Civil War veterans, are bunied here. This cemetery is
not available for mew burials,

The North Branch Cemetery is located along a quiet
section of Portal Road, in the southeast comer of the
town, This cemetery is also owned and maintained by
the town. It is the only town-owned cemetery that sells
lots and conducts burials. (See Contacts)

The Middlesex Center Cemetery is located on the
Center Road. Shaded by stately maple trees, it is the
largest cemetery in Middlesex. It is privately run, and
sells cemetery lots and conducts burials, The Middlesex
Center Cemetery Association, Inc. oversces the ceme-
tery. (See Contacts)

In addition, Middlesex is home 10 at beast six small fam-
ily cemeteries (one of which, the Carr Cemetery on
the comer of East Hill Road and Bolduc Road. is owned
by the town), as well as one possible Native American
burial site. Old grave sites offer a fascinating view on
our town's history. Contact the Middlesex Historical
Society for more information on these historic sites

The Muddlesex Conservation Cor

m prodecing eur netanid

mmussion wekiomnes yous help
b Seadel Barry
Goodman, Judy Spencer, Rick Paradis, Seedt Gurley and Dave
Shepard

FOSOUINES L)

The Middlesex Cemetery Commission has theee
members clected at Town Mecung 10 staggered 2- and
3-year terms, This group is responsible for the care and
management of the cemetenies owned by the town (the
Middlesex Village Cemetery, the North Branch Cem-
etery, and the Carr Cemetery). At the North Branch
Cemetery, the Commission sells Jots and amanges for
bunals. It is also responsible for mantaning headstones
andl grounds and keepeng fences in repaar. At the Vil
tage Cemetery and Carr Cometery, Jot sales and bursals
are no longer conducted, At these two cemetenes, the
Commissson's focus is on masntenance and repair only.
(See Contacts)

centunes-old gravestones in the

You'll find fascinating
Viddlesex Village Cemetery Photo by Ethan Ficlder
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\’cm)ont is home to a spiderweb of thoroughfares in-
cluding Interstate highways, State highways, and Town

highways. Our local taxes are directed toward Town
highways,

Town highways in Vermont are classified as Class 1. 2.

3.0r 4: An additional, fifth class is “Legal Trails™; such
a trail is a public right-of-way but is usually little more
than a footpath, See the map at the centerfold of this
manual for road classifications in Middlesex.

Class 1 highways are any State highways that are main-
tained by the town; Middlesex does not have any Class
I 'highways. Class 2 highways are well-traveled roads
carrying traffic to or from Class | highways. All other
regularly maintained town highways are Class 3 high-
ways. Class 2 and 3 highways are plowed by the town
in the winter. Class 4 highways are the least maintained
town highways, and are not plowed by the town in win-
ter. The town does perform some minimal maintenance
of Class 4 roads and is required to maintain bridges and
culverts. As part of its highway ordinance, the town has
committed to maintaining certain Class 4 roads to the
standard they were in when the ordinance was adopted.

Other Class 4 roads are essentially not maintained by
the town.

The amount of state aid the town receives for highway
maintenance is related to the highway class. More mon-
ey per mile is received for Class 2 than Class 3 roads.
No state aid is available for Class 4 roads.

There is a legal process, including a
public hearing, to change a road
classification. If you have questions
about Middlesex roads, contact the
Road Commissioner.

Whether we have snow, mud, or emer-
gency flooding, the Middlesex road crew
maintains our roads in all seasons. Top
pholo, (I-r): Gary Lamell (Road Commis-
sioner), Buster Porter, Wayne Wilder, and
Carl French. Flood photo by Jeb Wallace-
Brodeur.
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Road Commissioner

The Road Commissioner has the critical job of main.
taining the town's highways, according to ‘h‘“dtmﬁ.
cation specifications. This includes keeping the bride
and culverts in good repair, and seeing that the r0ads are
properly graded, surfaced, graveled, and maintained for.
winter use. The Road Commissioner is appointed 02
one-year term by the Selectboard in Middlesex: by state
law, this official has no independent authority to act, byt
can only carry out the orders of the Sclectbom‘m
Road Commissioner oversees the road crew, and

larly reports to the Selectboard on the status of town
roads. Reports include long-term planning for capital
needs for the highway department, specific expendi-
tures and road reclassifications. (See Contacts)
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Fire and Emergency

The Middlesex Fire Department is operated entirely
by volunteers. Any interested resident can join the Fire
Department as a regular member, or as a junior member
for those between the age of 12 and 18. Junior members
do not actually fight fires, but can assist the Fire Depart-
ment in various ways, such as working at the base sta-
tion or offering on-site support of the firemen. The Fire
Department has a training meeting the first Tuesday of
each month and a business meeting the third Tuesday.
Middlesex has mutual aid agreements with all of the
surrounding towns. Equipment owned by the Fire De-
partment includes two pumper trucks, one tanker truck,
one rescue truck and once pickup truck. The smaller
pumper and the pickup are housed at Station 2 by the
Town Garage (near Rumney School), with the remain-
der of the vehicles located at the main station behind the
Town Office. (See Contacts)

Medical First Response service is provided by the
Middiesex FAST Squad, made up of trained volunteer
members of the community. The FAST squad responds
10 911 calls requesting assistance for trauma (injury) or
medical emergencies. (See Contacts)

Middlesex’s Fire Warden enforces laws designed to
prevent forest fires. The Warden is the person you should
call if you want to get a permit for open buming. The
Warden may g0 onto private property to extinguish fires
{or call the Fire Department to do so) and may fine or ar-
rest anyone who violates laws pertaining to forest fires.

o Ay O g I et AN

The Fire Warden is appointed by the commissioner of the
Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation
with the approval of the Selectboard, for a term of five
years or until a successor is appointed. (See Contacts)

The Selectboard appoints an Emergency Manage-
ment Chairperson, who coordinates town efforts with
the Vermont Department of Public Safety’s Emergency
Management Division, works with local and district
emergency personnel and is a part of the state’s emer-
gency management effort. This person is responsible for
the local organization formed for management in case
of such emergencies as flood, drought, and accidents
involving hazardous materials. (See Contacts)

Law Enforcement

Law enforcement in Middlesex may be provided by the
State Police, Washington County Sheriff’s Office or
Town Constable. Enforcement of speed limits is cur-
rently being carried out by the State Police under a con-
tract with the town. Each year the town authorizes a
certain amount of money for speed limit enforcement.
This translates into contracting with the State Police for
a certain number of hours of their time,

The Town Constable responds to various complaints
including: dog control problems, loud parties, vehi-
¢les blocking the road or driveways, excessive vehicle
speed, trash burning and trash dumping. The Constable
may work with the State Police in certain situations.
(See Contacts)

Your neighbor could save your life. Mid-
dlesex’s Fire Department and Fast Squad
are made up entirely of traimed commi-
nity volunteers. New members and junior
members are always welcome. Photo by

’4- Neely Washington



Voting: A Primer

Voting 15 our clearest civie duty, Yet in the United
States, fewer than 50% of those cligible vote in general
clections. Here in Vermont, participation rates are
somewhat higher, but the fact remains: thousands of
cligible Vermont voters let someone else decide who

W ill_gpvcfn them. Your opinion is important, and your
participation is needed.

To be eligible to vote in Vermont, you must be at least
18 years old and a resident of Vermont. When you first
move to Middlesex, you must fill out a voter registration
form and mail or deliver it to the Town Clerk. If you
have never registered to vote in Vermont before, you
must also take the Voter's Oath (formerly known as the
“Freeman’s Oath"™), which must be administered by a
notary public. The Town Clerk is a notary, so you can
complete the entire process by stopping in at Town Hall
during regular business hours.

Many people register to vote when they apply for a
driver’s license or a car registration (a program dubbed
“Motor Voter™). If you register to vote at the Department
of Motor Vehicles or any other State agency, double-
check with the Town Clerk at least two weeks before
the next election to make sure your registration form
was received.

Voters who are added will be notified by mail. If you
have registered but do not receive confirmation before
voting day that your name has been added, contact the
Town Clerk.

Middlesex citizens vote on Town Meeting Day (first
Tuesday in March) and on Election Day (first Tuesday in
November). They also vote in party primaries (second
Tuesday in September), the Presidential Preference
Primary (every four years on Town Meeting Day), and
in special town meetings wamed to decide a particular
question, such as whether to borrow money for a specific
purpose, or update the Town Plan.

Contact the Town Clerk for voting location. Voting is
always wheelchair accessible. Middlesex uses paper
ballots; if a visually impaired voter needs a Braille
ballot or some other accommodation, he or she should
arrange this with the Town Clerk at least two weeks
prior to the election.

The polls are usually open from 7 am. until 7 p.m.
on Election Day in November (10 am. until 7 p.m.
on Town Meeting Day in March). On Town Meeting

12

Day, Middlesex voters not only may vote at the polls
for'ln\\ n officers, Rumney and U-32 budgets, and other
items via Australian (printed paper) ballot, but also
attend the evening Town Meeting to discuss and vote
on other issues warned on the agenda. See “A Voter's
Guide to Town Meeting Procedures™ section.

When you enter the polling place to vote, you will be
asked to give your name to a poll worker and will be
given paper ballots for state and local races. You then
step into a voting booth and vote in private. After you
mark your ballots, fold them, and exit the booth, you
will be asked for your name one more time before you
deposit the ballots in the ballot box. Even though the poll
workers may know you, they are required to ask for your
name and to make certain it is on the voter checklist,

The ballots are hand-counted by the members of the
Board of Civil Authority and volunteers shortly after
the polls close. The results of the election are usually
available within two to three hours (and are posted
at www.middlesex-vt.org). Maintaining a cadre of
volunteer poll workers is essential to the integnty of
elections. If you are interested in volunteering to help
with the tasks that keep democracy strong in Middlesex,
contact the Town Clerk.

Many voters take advantage of Vermont's early voting
option. Formerly known as the “absentee ballot,” carly
voting is available to any voter who requests a ballot
prior to voting day. You do not need to be out of town or
ill to vote early. Contact the Town Clerk’s office if you
are interested in voting carly. You can either vote early at
the Town Clerk’s office or have the ballot mailed to you.

%
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State and Federal Representatives

State Representatives

Every two years, Middlesex and East Montpelier voters
elect one State Representative for the Washington-
7 legislative district, and join with the other towns
in Washington County to elect three State Senators.
These are your representatives in Vermont's legislature,
formally known as the General Assembly. (See
Contacts.)

The General Assembly meets at the State House in
Montpelier, usually from early January through mid-
May (sometimes later). It enacts and amends State laws
and, each year, must appropriate funds for the operations
of State programs. Vermont's legislative session is
biennial, which means that it extends over two years;
the first half takes place during an odd-numbered year,
and the second half takes place the following year. A

budget must be passed every year.

Unlike many states in which being a legislator is a full-
time job, Vermont still has a “citizen legislature,” people
who have other occupations during the rest of the year.
In addition to dealing with legislative issues, legislators
can sometimes help you in dealing with State agencies.
All legislators do “case work™ for their constituents,
and can be powerful allies in problem-solving.

The Vermont Legislative Home Page is at: www.leg.
state.vt.us, Information you'll find at this site: scheduled
committee meetings; bills, calendars, and journals; the
legislative bill tracking system; text of bills and other
legislative documents; minutes of selected committee
meetings.

Federal Representatives

Vermont has two U.S. Senators and one Representative
to Congress. These leaders want to hear your views,
and also can offer valuable help in problem solving. For
phone numbers, sce the front pages of your phone book
under “Community Service Numbers: Goverment.”

Through local committees, Town Meeting, and voting,
Middlesex offers many opportunities for you to make your
voice heard. Photo by Stefan Hard,
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How to Run for Local Office

Middlesex needs you. In communities all across
Vermont, citizens take on the tasks of the planning
commission, selectboard, listers, justices of the peace,
among others. How about you?

Getting elected or appointed to an office isn't hard. First,
look into which office is a good match with your skills
and interests. Positions are listed in the town's Annual
Report, and many are described in these pages. Let this
booklet be your invitation to join with your friends and
neighbors in getting involved in local government.

To run for local office, you have to be on the Middlesex
voter checklist, and you'll need 1% of the town's legally
qualified voters’ signatures on a petition for office.
Signed petitions are due by the 6th Monday before
Town Meeting Day (in late January). Contact the Town
Clerk’s office for more information.

Town Meeting Solutions Committee

Since mid-2001, the Middlesex Town Meeting Solu-
tions Committee has been working to improve partici-
pation in Middlesex's Town Meeting, and, by extension,
Middlesex civic affairs in general. This ad hoc group is
not elected or appointed, but simply gathers at the re-
quest of the Selectboard. All Middlesex residents are
welcome to join this diverse commitiee.

The Committee created this Middlesex Operator’s
Manual, Additional projects have included creating and
maintaining the Middlesex website (www.middlesex-
vi.org); organizing child care for Town Meeting; coor-
dinating budget charts and explanatory materials for use
at Town Meeting; and facilitating outreach and citizen
participation on a variety of town-related issucs,

The group meets once a month (except in July and Au-
gust); contact a committee member to find out the date
of the next meeting. All levels of participation are wel-
come. You can simply receive minutes, attend meetings,
or be involved in specific projects. (See Contacts)

The Town Meeting Solutions Committce works to improve
local democratic participation. Back row: Laun Scharf,
Susan Clark, Barb Whitchurch, Chris Reilly. Fron! row: Greg
Whitchurch, Dave Shepard, Tim Murphy (webmaster), Ron
Krauth.
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Annual Town Report:
Take A Look!

Every year before March
Town Meeting Day, the
town’s annual report is
mailed to all residents and
taxpayers. Be sure to take a
moment to sit down with the gty Y

€
town report. You'll be L'—

surprised how much you can learn.

ANNUAL REFOKT
e Bt <4 B s
o ——

o W

The town report includes the agenda or “warning" for
the upcoming town meeting. Be sure (0 mark the date
and time of town meeting on your calendar. Take a look
at the list of warning articles for this year. Which will be
discussed from the floor, and which will be voted on by
Australian ballot? Take the time to look over the budget,
and compare last year's figures to this year's. Read the
reports of the committees— here, your neighbors share
their thoughts on how the town has fared this year, and
plans for the future. Do you have any questions to bring
up at the meeting?

Your town report is a great reference tool. Look it over
when it amives, and bring it along with you to town
meeting. [tis this year's story of your community.

Adapted from “How and Why to Read Your Town
Report,” by the Vermont Institute for Government.
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‘Basic Parliamentary Motions

’,m to state law, town meetings in Vermont are

~ povemed by Robert’s Rules of Order (although a town
~ may adopt some other rules of order if it chooses), The

rules arc amended by sevenal additional state laws,
" which moderntors should be familiar with.
'pm and decision making at Town Meeting are
~ based on motions, which set the assembly into action.
- Here are some basic motions used at Town Meeting:

~ The Main Motion
"mmi:uedmoouvmuﬁclesnlb:)'appeﬂm
the waming into proposals the assembly can coasider,
- perhaps amend, and vore on. An article to, for instance,
“see what sum the town will raise for highways,”
needs 40 be changed into an active proposal. A voter
recognized by the Moderator might say, “I mave the
lown appropriate $120,000 for highways.™ The main
motion requires 4 second, and is then ready for debate.

The Amendment

Amendments peopose to change the main motion. In
our example, a voter might say, “I move to amend the
mam motion 10 read *$100,000 for highways. '~ Afier
being seconded, debate on the motion then shifts to
the amendment. When debate is over and there are no
further amendments pending, the Moderator will put the
amendment to & vote. If it passes and there are no other
motions, the main motion as amended is voted on.

Point of Order / Appeal

If you don't uaderstand a ruling of the Moderator, speak
p, saying “Point of order, Mr. (or Ms.) Moderator.” After
the Moderator i2es you, ask your question. If you
disagree with the Moderator 's ruling. you may appeal his
of her decision. The Moderator is obligated 10 ask the
assembly, “Shall the Moderator's decision be sustaned”™

majority of voters say “no,” the ruling is overtarmed.

ifa
'

limes it becomes clear to voters that they don't want
® “yes™ of “no™ on an article; they would prefer not
 on the anticle (main motica) at all. Traditional
Town Meeting practice calls this a motion to
ver, Robert's Rules treat this as two motions, If
~ Offered before a main motion is made, it is a motion to
- object 10 comsideration of the question, and it takes 3
two-thirds vote of those present and voting. If offered

-

T

after 3 main motion is made it 1S 2 motion
indefinitely and only a Simple majorty is 1

0 postpone
equired,

Limit or Cut Off Debate

If voters feel that debate on a certain article could go on
all night if some comtrol mechanism were not in place,
someone might move to Emit debate, say 10 a total of
twenty minutes. If two thieds of the voters agree, debate
can be so lemited. In a case where debate bas gone o
Jang enough—voters have made up their minds but some
people are still repeating the basic arguments—a voler
could move 10 cut off debate, also referred 1o as “calling
the question.” Once moved and seconded, calling the
questicn is a pon-debatable moticn. I you agree that
all voices have boen heard aad you are ready 10 vote on
the issue at hand, you should vote in favor of calling the
question. However, if you want 1o continue discussion,
you should vote against calling the question. Two thisds
of the group must vote yes on calling the question in
order to cut off debate; otherwise, discussion continues.

Remember that citizens have come 1o the meeting o
speak and to hear cach other's viewpoints. [n most cases,
it is NOt necessary cither 10 limat or cut off debate; the
Moderator will simply call for a vote when she feels
that all points of view have been heard

Adapred from “The Meeting Will Come To Order™
distributed by the Vermont Institute for Government.

*Local Democaracy and You™ comtinued on page 18,
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A Voter’s Guide to Tow

Sincg 1762, Town Meeting has beer
hc@ N Most towns (including Midd
their neighbors, make amendments,

At Town Meetinﬁ.

the citizens act as the legislative branch of town governme
Voters of the fown take binding action based on wamned articles on the fl
town officials get their marching orders on appro

Selectboards and other
volers are in charge,
Here are some of the
anyone who wants 1o
that keep you
is trained to lead the
just raise your hand and ask.

Warning and Notice for Town Meeting

How do citizens
held, and what

find out when Town Meeting will be
will be on the agenda? The “Waming."

The warning and notice for Town Meeting are mailed

thin the pages of the town's
also posted in a least three
» including the Town Clerk's

1o Middlesex residents wi

Annual Report. They are
public places in town

-

| the basic system of governance for Vermont
3 : Sy

lesex) on the first Tuesday of hla@h. Vo : :

and vote on budgets and other articles afTecting the life of the

basic rules on how these meetings

play an active role in local democr
home from Town Meeting. Most of the di

Broup through all procedures. What
anything,

acy. But if you're not familiar with the
scussion methods are common sense,

n Meeting Procedures

towns. The annual meetin

ters have an opportunity to speak, hear
municipality,

nt on issues of finance and g2V
oor, usually after debate or disc

ussion,
priations and policy. At Town

Mceu'ng,

are conducted. Knowing how it all works is helpful for

process, don't Jet
and the
s most important is your participation, If in doubt aboyt

office. The waming and notice announce the date,
time, place, and agenda of the meeting. They also give
information on voter registration, including the cut-off
date for applying for addition to the checklist. If the
Australian (printed paper) ballot is used (as it is 10 elect
officers in Middlesex), the waming and notice provide

information about when the polls open and how to get
an absentee ballot.



G&kﬂgArﬁcles on the Warning

The waming for Town Meeting is prepared by the
Selectboard: it includes articles proposed by the
Selectboard that deal with town business. Sometimes the
Selectboard will agree to include articles suggested by
individual townspeople; otherwise, voters may petition
to have articles added to the waming for consideration at
the Town Meeting (as long as the subjects of the articles
are not illegal, frivolous, or beyond the authority of the
electorate). Petitions must be signed by five percent of
the voters on the checklist, and the Town Clerk must
receive petitions at least forty calendar days before
Town Meeting Day.

A petition should begin with the statement, “We the
undersigned voters of the town, hereby petition the
selectboard to add the following article to the waming
for the annual meeting.” This statement should appear
on each page of the petition.

Examples of articles that might be added to the waming
by petition include a request for an appropriation for a
social service organization, or a proposal to change the
size of the Selectboard. Petitions may also cover political
subjects, but they must do so in an advisory way. For
example, an article might suggest that the clectorate
urge the legislature to adopt or prohibit something, or
send & message to the United Nations expressing its
position on a particular issue. Do your research well,

however, keeping in mind that there are some things
voters simply do not have the authority to do.

Make sure your petition has a place for cach voter’s
signature, printed name and address. Get plenty of
signatures (in addition to the minimum) to ensure
that a sufficient number of names on your petition are
legitimate voters.

Voting at Town Meeting

After the group deliberates on a motion and the
Moderator feels all points of view have been heard, s'he
will call for a vote, There are three voting methods used
at Town Meeting. The most common method is the voice
vote. The Moderator asks those in favor of the motion
to say “aye” and then those opposed to say “no,” and
then announces the outcome of the vote. Another form
of voting you may expect to see at Town Meeting is a
show of hands or a standing vote. These may be asked
for if the Moderator feels the voice vote was too close to
call, or if a voter disagrees with the Moderator after the
result of a voice vote is announced. And for any vote,
any voter may move that the vote be taken via paper
ballot; if seven voters support this motion, pieces of
paper will be distnibuted and cach voter writes their vote,
Sometimes a checklist and a ballot box are used in this
method; sometimes tellers simply collect the ballots and
count them on a table in front of the room

-

Middlesex Town Meeting is how
citizens quude the town: asking
questions, hearing  neighbors®
concerns, and taking  action.
Photo by Stefan Hard
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The Role of the Moderator

The Town Moderator is the
meetings. The Moderator k
that the business of the meeting proceeds in a Rair
and efficient manner, and that those who wish have
an opportunity to participate in the process. It is the
Moderator’s job to put motions to a vote of the assembly,
and to rule on all votes and other questions of order
The Moderator serves as the central, focal point of the
meeting. All motions and remarks should be addressed
to the Moderator, who has the right to order an unruly
voter or visitor to the meeting to withdraw, on penalty
of a $200 fine. The Moderator is the first official clected
after the annual Town Meeting convenes, and serves a
term of one year,

presiding officer a¢ town
€eps order, and ensyres

Other Business

State law explains that, “The article entitled ‘other
business* shall not be used for taking binding municipal
action, and the moderator shall so rule.” Some
Moderators will not entertain any motion when the
town gets to “other business™ on the warning. Others
may allow non-binding motions, such as a motion to
recognize the hard work of Town Meeting organizers.

Excerpted from “The Mceting Will Come To Order ™
distributed by the Vermont Institute for Government

While the storefronts are easiest to spot, there is also
a surprising variety of home-based businesses and
service providers in our town. Need your dniveway
plowed, a website designed, a cord of wood delivered,
or a will written? Carpenters and electricians, purveyors
of hunting and fishing equipment, therapists, artists,
landscapers—theyre all right here in Middlesex.

The Red Hen Baking Company
in the Camp Meade building
offers tasty baked goods at its re-
taul store and café in Middlesex
village. Photo by Jeb Wallace-
Brodeur s
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By patronizing these businesses, YOu are supporting your
neighbors” livelihoods and getting to know who lives
on these back roads. Go towww.middlesex-vt org and
look under “Businesses and Services™ for an updated
neighbor-to-neighbor “yellow pages.™ Listing is free; if
you'd like to list your skill, service or product. contact
the Middlesex webmaster (e-mail mdxweb@ gmail
com, or see Contacts).
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Rumney Memorial Elementary School

Middlesex children who are in Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 6 are served by the Rumney Memorial School,

The School mission statement states that Rumney faculty and students are here to “challenge and engage ourselves
academically and socially, help our community and the world, and become passionate and competent leamers.”
Rumney works under the “Rumney CARES™ model, which stands for "Cooperation; Act responsibly; Respect
vourself and others: Enjoy and encourage each other: Safety first.”

Parents of the approximately 160 children who attend Rumney are provided with a “Family Handbook™ with details
on staff, procedures and policies. In addition, each Friday a “Rumncy Notes™ newsletter goes home with students

and information is available on the Rumney website,

Rumney's facilities, including rooms for mectings and athletic and other facilities, are available for use by Middle-

sex residents; contact the School for details.

Rumney School Board

The Rumney School has a five-member Board of Direc-
tors, elected at Town Meeting for terms of either two or
three years. The School Board is a broad policy-making
body providing general oversight of the school, its ad-
ministration, and the budget. The Board's responsibil-
ity 15 to maintain fiscal accountability to the taxpayers
while fostering an environment where educational op-
portunitics abound.

Participation from Middlesex residents 1s always en-
couraged. The School Board urges all members of the
community to take an active interest in the school re-
gardless of whether or not you have children enrolled.
Residents are always welcome to attend board mectings
and participate in discussions.

School Board meetings are held on the first Tuesday of
each month, unless otherwise wamed. These meetings

are open 1o the public and are warned at least 24 hours
in advance. Discussions regarding the budget begin in
November, and continue through several meetings: par-
ticipation is welcome, The agenda and board minutes
are posted at school on the main bulletin board, at the
Middiesex Town Hall, and at www.rumney.org. (See
Contacts)

Rumney Community School Partnership

The Rumney Community School Partnership is designed
to foster more opportunities for Middlesex community
members to participate and enrich student learning, and
develop ways for our school to be a greater resource
for the Middlesex community. Projects and programs
include: revitalization of Rumney’s Nature Trail; Se-
niors’ luncheons: holiday caroling for semiors; the Rum-
ney Sugar House; and special community events, (See
Contacts)

Soccer 1s ust one of the popular sports al
Rumney. Photo by Renee O'Bren
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Rumney Community Connections

The mission of Rumney Community Connections
i1s 10 work closely with the personnel of the Rumney
Memonal School, parents. students, and community
members to create significant and fun leaming oppor-
wnities for the children and adults of Middlesex. The
program offers a variety of out-of-school-time oppor-
tunities including: Moming Program, after school clubs
and classes, field trips, vacation and in-service camps,
special outings, mentoring programs, and eight weeks
of summer camps. Rumney is one of nine Community
Connections learning centers in central Vermont; each
one 1s operated by a site coordinator and a school/com-
munity advisory council. (See Contacts)

Rumney Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO)

The Rumney PTO is a body of volunteers whose mis-
sion 1s to support and enhance the educational programs
at Rumney by funding enrichment programs, providing
resources for parents, and serving as a liaison between
community and school. The PTO sponsors programs
that otherwise might not be funded through the school
budget. such as antist residencies, concents, senior lun-
cheons, Grandparents Day, and presentations from lo-
cal museums and nature centers. Parents, teachers and
community members are encouraged to join and sup-
port the PTO. (See Contacts)

Music and the ants are valued
parts of Middlesex students’
educational experience. Photo by
Jeb Wallace-Brodeur
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A student’s first school bus ride is a very special event
Photo by Stacy Brown
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U-32 Middle and High School
U-SZmddleand high school is a public school for students in grades 7-12 serving the towns of Berlin, Calais, East

lier, Middlesex and Worcester, with an enrollment of about 850 students. With a reputation for academic
X ge, U-32 students receive high scores on standardized tests, have an impressive college list, and receive
myjlomtsacmss academic pursuits. Fundamental to the U-32 philosophy is the belief that sports and the arts
are “co-cntﬂculu" {not extra-curricular) parts of education. This value is affirmed with credit awarded for these
activities. U-32"s outstanding theater, fine art, and performing art programs have been recognized by the Congres-
sional Art Competition, the Vermont Arts Council, the Vermont and New England Drama Festivals, and the Vermont
Legislature, In sports U-32's Raiders consistently perform well, winning division titles in a variety of events.

Auncho_lpmc nstitution, U-32 models excellence, and in turn anticipates excellence from students. A college-like
g ,glecnve courses offers students variety and focus while promoting individual responsibility and decision-
g’ [his is enhanced by U-32’s unique Teacher Advisor (TA) system which links cach student with a faculty
A,,,Will act as advisor and advocate for the student during their six-year tenure. U-32 believes in strong
ties and encourages student engagement in the community, The staff and administration invite the
!Mo the school for community education, sports events, art shows, concerts and performances. School
ives remind Middlesex residents that U-32 was built by and for the communities it serves and both its

U-32 School Board

Members of the U-32 Board of Directors are elected to
3-year terms, and serve as liaisons between the com-
munity and the school. The U-32 Board is comprised
of seven people: one from Middlesex, two from Ber-
lin, one from Calais, two from East Montpelier, and
one from Worcester. The Board is responsible for the
development and adoption of the budget, oversight of
the Administration, approval of courses and curricu-
lum, and the approval of all hiring and staffing levels.
(See Contacts)

U-32 Booster Club

The U-32 Booster Club is an independent group of
volunteers interested in promoting excellence in both
U-32 academic and athletic activities. Booster ac-
tivities include a vanety of fundraising cfforts that
support their grant and scholarship programs. The
Booster Club is comprised primarily of parents of U-
32 students, but welcomes all volunteers. Meetings
are held monthly during the school year at the school.
(Sce Contacts)

U-32 Project Graduation

. ' / Throughout the school year, students and advisors
. plan and raise funds for this drug-free, alcohol-free
Maple sugarmaking offers importani scence lessons and is @ celebration. The organizers welcome town support.
regular part of springtime al Rumney Photo by Jeb Wallace-  (See Contacts)
r.
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More Youth and Education Programs
Boy Scouts & Cub Scouts

Boy Scout Troop 777 gathers boys ages 11 to 18 from
Middlesex, Montpelier, East Montpelier and Worcester
for weekly meetings (Mondays, 7:00-8:00 p.m.) in a cab-
in built by Scouts in the woods of Putnamville. Troop ac-
tivities include camping, attending Scout Summer Camp
at Mt. Norris, summer and winter hikes, leaming how to
cook, build fires, tie knots, and first aid. The Boy Scout
program also teaches boys to get involved in the com-
munity and become good citizens by doing service proj-
ects including running Green Up Day in Middlesex. New
Scouts are always welcome, (See Contacts)

Cub Scout Pack 777 gathers boys ages 7 to 11 from Mid-
dlesex and Worcester for monthly Pack meetings (usually
the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 7:00-8:00) at Rumney
Memonal School. Den meetings are made up of same-age
boys and meet when the den decides, usually 2-3 times
a month, The Cub Scout program teaches boys how to
make things, science, many different academic and sports
programs, and how get help in an emergency, When the
boys get older they start to work with the Boy Scouts.
New Cub Scouts are always welcome., (See Contacts)

HAcALON

Girl Scouts

Girls ages 5-17 are invited to join Girl Scouts. Girls may
belong to troop/groups or join as individual “Juliettes.™
Opportunities exist for adult volunteers. (See Contacts)

Girls/Boyz First!! Community Based
Mentoring Program

Mentoring another person means taking the initiative in
developing a relationship with someone, whereby you,
as the mentor, provide leadership, guidance, friendship
and a listening non-judgmental ear. Through the Com-
munity Based Mentoring Program, adult volunteers
develop relationships with local youth, ages 10-14.
Mentors receive training and on going support and are
carefully matched with youth. (See Contacts)

Daycare and Children’s Play Groups

There are many options for daycare as well as for play
groups in Middlesex and surrounding towns, The Fam-
ily Center of Washington County maintains a compre-
hensive listing of day care facilities and of local play
groups available for infants up to six-year-olds. Phone
828-8765 or 262-3292,

L L L R T T T T
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Home Schooling

If you choose to educate your children at home in-
stead of sending them to the local schools, the Vermont
Department of Education can inform you of the state
policies on home schooling, as well as direct you to re.
sources and local contacts. Call the Department's Home
Study Program, 828-3352, or visit www.education.ver-
mont.gov/ and locate the “Home Study" link.

Green Mountain Youth Symphony

The Green Mountain Youth Symphony provides young
musicians ages 6-18 with a stimulating, high-quality
musical experience as well as instruction in orchestral
technique, ensemble and musicianship. Located in Cen-
tral Vermont, GMYyhas a program for young musi-
cians at every level of development and offers opportu-
nities for beginning, intermediate and advanced players
in three scparate orchestras — Repertory, Chamber, and
Senior. Tuition is by level, with scholarships available,
No child is tumed away due to inability to pay. Website:
WWW.gMYys-VLOMg.

Washington Central Friends of Education

Washington Central Friends of Education is a private
non-profit organization working to strengthen commu-
nication and cooperation between the residents of the
five district towns of Berlin, Calais, East Montpelier,
Middlesex, and Worcester and the Washington Central
schools. Their newsletter “Bus Stop Conversations™ is
distributed as an insert in The World 16 ti ar 10
residents of the five towns. See Contacts,
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Middlesex Historical Society

The Middlesex Historical Society meets three times 3
year, in January, May, and September. They also pub-
lish news and the dates and times of their meetings n
the Middlesex Newspaper. Meetings are informal and
open to all; they usually involve quantities of laughter,
reminiscing, and sharing of old photos. Dues are $1/
person each year, collected at Town Meeting ($15 for
businesses).

After 13 years of research, in 2006 the Middlesex His-
torical Society published the first complete history of
our town, Middlesex in the Making. Co-authored by
MHS President Patty Wiley and VP/Secretary Sarah
Seidman, the volume includes over 200 photographs
from our community, the first town settled in Washing-
ton County, as well as oral histories transcribed from
more than 70 long-time residents. Winner of a national
Leadership in History award in 2007, the book is now
in its second edition, and is for sale at the Town Clerk’s
office or Bear Pond Books in Montpelier. At present,
the Society still has no home or museum to show off its
growing collection of photos and memorabilia. Help is
always appreciated with transcribing interviews, orga-
nizing the collection, and researching more local his-
tory. (See Contacts.)

jery Middlesex child is invited 1o join the Leamn to
am. Photo by Stacy Brown. Above: Cover of the
e history of our lown, Al right: Bring family,
'a picnic, and enjoy the summer concerts at the

sex Bandstand. Photo by Elliot Burg
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Martha Pellerin-Andy Shapiro
Memorial Bandstand

Middlesex’'s beautiful Bandstand was constructed during
the summer of 2005 on town land situated near the Rum-
ney Elementary School. It is dedicated 1o the memory of
two well-known musician-residents of Middlesex: Mar-
tha Pellerin, French-Canadian musician, folklorist and
educator; and Andy Shapiro, blues-jazz-gospel keyboard-
ist, teacher and co-founder of the group The Disciples,

Over 110 individuals, local businesses, and the State of
Vermont contributed enough money —together with the
proceeds from two fundraising concerts —to purchase all
of the materials needed to build the Bandstand. Over 40
local volunteers helped with construction. These efforts
were supported by the Middlesex Selectboard, Recre-
ation Committee, Historical Society, Town Clerk’s of-
fice, School Board, and road crew, and were organized
by an active six-member Bandstand Committee,

Each summer the Bandstand presents top-flight local and
regional musicians. The concert series has featured Tam-
my Fletcher, The Starline Rhythm Boys, The Black Sea
Quartet and the Green Mountain Brass Band. to name a
few. The summer series takes place on Thursday evenings
in the months of July and August. Everyone x; welcome
to come, bring a picnic, and enjoy the free concerts and
events. All of these fabulous performances are supported
through the generosity of local business sponsors. Check
the Middlesex Newspaper or www middlesex-vt.org for
concert and event listings, (See Contacts.)

.
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Middlesex Recreation Committee

The Recreation Committee maintains the recreation
field and tennis and basketball courts adjacent to Rum-
ney School. (These fields are owned by the Town, but
are made available for both Town and School use.) This
volunteer committee meets as necessary to carry out
their duties. They hold an annual com roast in Septem-
ber as a fundraiser. (See Contacts)

Swimming, Boating and Picnicking

Over 500 acres of land surrounding Wrightsville Res-
ervoir are owned by the Department of Environmental
Conservation and managed by the Department of For-
ests, Parks and Recreation, This property includes land

on both sides of Route 12 adjacent to the reservoir. (See
centerfold map.)

The Shady Rill Picnic Area is part of this property and
is located off Shady Rill Road along Martins Brook. It
has picnic tables, picnic shelters a pit privy and both
wooded areas and open grassy areas. Use of these fa-
cilities is on a first-come, first-served basis

The major developed recreational facilities are lo-
cated at the Wrightsville Beach and the boat launch.
Wnightsville Beach is managed by the four member
municipalities of the Wrightsville Beach Recreation
District Board: Middlesex, Montpelier, East Montpelier
and Worcester. (See Contacts)

Facilities include a swimming beach, picnic tables,
grills, two picnic shelters and hiking trails, Work on
improving these facilities is ongoing. The picnic shel-
ters, which are suitable for large parties such as family
reunions, can be reserved. (See Contacts) The cost to
reserve the picnic shelters is $25.00 for a half day or
$50.00 for a full day. A family pass for the beach can
be purchased at the beach for $20.00 for the year. Daily
rates are $1.00 per person (except $0.50 for ages 4 - 14,
and free for those under 4 or over 60). Canoes and kay-
aks to camry two people can be rented for $8 for | hour
or $13 for 2 hours and solo canoes and kayaks can be
rented for $6 for one hour or $10 for 2 hours. All rentals
arc on a first-come, first-served basis.

(At night): Cooling off in Shady Rill. (Opposite): The Green
Mountain Stage Race passes through Middlesex Village every
Labor Day. Photes by Jeb Wallace-Brodeur
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The Reservoir is divided into two areas for boating,
The portion from the narrows (north of the boat launch)
south to the dam is available for power boating at high.
er speeds. A 5 mph no-wake area north of the narrows is
geared toward canoeists and kayakers,

Winooski River access can be gained from a small par-
cel of Town-owned land located adjacent to the Verizon
garage (See Map). This parcel is undeveloped byt pro-
vides public access to the river for fishing and other rec.
reational activities. While there is no developed cance
access on this land, it is possible to launch a canoe from
this property with a short carry to get to the river.

The Learn to Swim Program provides swimming les-
sons in the summer for Middlesex children at much re-
duced rates at the First in Fitness pool in Berlin, Middle-
sex votes on support for this program annually at Town
Meeting. The age range for this program is typically age
4 through sixth grade. (See Contacts)
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Tennis, Soccer, and More

The Rumney Memorial School on Shady Rill Road, and
the town-owned land that abuts the school property, of-
fer a number of recreational facilities that are available
to town residents when they are not being used by stu-
dents. School facilities include a gymnasium with bas-
ketball hoops, playground, outdoor skating rink (subject
to availability of a volunteer to maintain it), a commu-
nity sugarhouse and nature trail. The outdoor basketball
court. two outdoor tennis courts, and baseball/soccer
field are owned by the Town and maintained by the Rec-
reation Committee. To reserve the baseball/soccer field,
call the school during business hours and check with the
school athletic director about the field’s availability. To
use indoor facilities at the school it is necessary to com-
plete a building use form; stop by during school busi-
ness hours and pick up a form at the office, or phone
the school to request one. Use of the indoor facilities is
based on availability and the Principal’s approval. There
may be a fee charged if the activity will result in work
for the custodial staff. The playground and nature trail
can be used by town residents at any time. However, if
school 18 in session, you must sign in at the office first.

Forests and Trails

15 home to two parcels of Vermont State For-

"tgétrhddmm part of the Putnam State Forest. This state

forest includes much of the higher elevation land of the

: “ Range. The trailhead for two hiking trails that
E l( White Rocks Mountain and Hunger Mountain
“fl?%w on North Bear Swamp Road (see centerfold

“map), and most of the length of these trails is within the
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Putnam State Forest. Hiking, hunting, trapping, and fish-
ing are all allowed in the Putnam State Forest. There is
no access for motorized vehicles (ATVs. snow mobiles)
in the Middlesex portion of Putnam State Forest, and
mountain bikes and horses aren’t allowed. since there are
no trails for them at present.

There is also a separate 127-acre parcel of the Putnam
State Forest located off Lower Sunny Brook Road.

The Green Mountain Club publishes a Day Hiker's
Guide with maps of hiking trails in the area. Call GMC,
244-7037 or www.greenmountainclub.org.

There are two Vermont State Wildlife Management
Areas in Middlesex managed by the Vermont Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife. The Middlesex Notch Wild-
life Management Area, consisting of 630 acres, is owned
by the Department of Fish and Wildlife, and extends
from Interstate 89 to Middlesex Notch. There is a desig-
nated parking area, with space for about six cars, located
on D’Anna Road. The Middlesex Wildlife Management
Area is 290 acres and is located off Upper Bamet Hill
Road (see centerfold map). The State does not own the
property but does own the development and timber nights
and has a guarantee for public access. Both of these ar-
eas are open to the public for hunting, trapping, fishing,
wildlife watching and hiking. Motorized vehicles are not
allowed on these propertics.

Mountain bikers and hikers, keep in mind that it is
legal to use the Town's Class 4 roads and “Legal Trails™
(see centerfold map) for any use that is allowed on other
town roadways. Although not all of these byways are
passable by motor vehicles, they can offer nice terrain
for mountain biking and country walks.

The snowmobile trail system in Vermont is operated
by the Vermont Association of Snow Travelers (VAST).
The majority of the VAST trail mileage in Middlesex is
located on private land. Permission has been obtained
by VAST for snowmobiles to use these trails during the
designated snowmobile season of December 15th to
April 1st, You must be a member of VAST 1o snowmo-

bile on the VAST trail system.

If you would like to use VAST trails for other purposes,
such as cross-country skiing or snowshoeing, you must
get permission directly from the landowners. The local
snowmobile clubs (Montpelier Trackmakers Snowmo-
bile Club or the Worcester Rangers Snowmobile Club of
Worcester) also have some information on which land-
owners allow skiing. For contact information, or for a
trail map, contact VAST at 2200005 or WWW.VIVast.org,
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Town Officers

Middlesex Health Officer

The Health Officer, appointed by the Selectboard,
addresses public health and safety issues such as dog
bites, failing septic systems, contaminated water or
unhealthy living conditions, and mental health issucs.
Health Officers are kept up to date by attending at least
one statewide workshop each year. (See Contacts)

Middlesex Town Service Officer

The Town Service Officer, appointed by the Selectboard,
is charged with assisting individuals within the town
who require emergency food, fuel or shelter assistance,
but only when the Vermont Department of Social
Welfare is closed on weekends or after hours. (In some
communities, this officer also acts as an advocate for
the poor.) (See Contacts)

Community Medical and Social Services

Please note: This is not a complete list. See the front
pages of your phone book for other Washington County
support services. For physicians and other medical
services, see the Yellow Pages under “Physicians.”

Organizations marked with an asterisk® are private,
non-profit groups supported by a number of central
Vermont communities. Middlesex may be asked to vote
on funding for these groups at Town Meeting,

Central Vermont Medical Center is a full-service
hospital located in Berlin (near 1-89 Exit 7). Its “Healthy
Community” program offers over 100 different classes
in nutrition, safety, parenting skills, quitting smoking,
cte., with some financial assistance available. 130 Fisher
Road, Berlin. Phone: 371-4100.

The People’s Health and Wellness Clinic* serves those
who don't have medical insurance and whose income
falls within certain guidelines. Clinic times vary, and are
by appointment only. Call Monday through Thursday,
between 9 am. and 5 p.m. Local professionals—
doctors, nurses, chiropractors, naturopaths, counselors,
and massage therapists—donate their services here.
Payment by donation. 553 N. Main Street, Barre. Phone:

479-1229.
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Washington County Mental Health Services, Inc. i
a community mental health center providing inpatient
and outpatient services; individual, group and couples
therapy for adults; individual, group and family
therapy for children and young adults; rehabilitation
and residential programs for those with long-term
mental illness; residential services for people with
developmental disabilities; and a 24-hour emergency
service. Phone 229-0591, Website: www.wembhs.org

Central Vermont Home and Hospice* provides a
Home Carc Program, which includes skilled nursing
services, physical therapy and psychiatric services. Its
Hospice and Palliative Care Program helps terminally ill
people face the end of life with the help of family, friends
and clergy. Its Long Term Care Program assists with
daily living activities for frail, elderly, or permanently
disabled people, to help them remain safely at home,
Sliding fee scale; many types of insurance accepted
600 Granger Road, Barre. Phone 223-1878.

Central Vermont Council on Aging* (CVCOA)
supports elders to remain independent in their own homes
and communities. Services include home-delivered
meals, transportation, case management and referral,
and more. They provide community meals (served at
noon, Monday through Friday, at the Waterbury Senior
Center on Stowe Street). Transportation for elders is
provided under contract with GMTA (sce entry below),
30 Washington Street, Barre. Phone 479-0531.

Senior Helpline: Information on legal assistance, health
insurance, and referrals to various agencies, including
CVCOA. Phone 1-800-642-5119 (toll-free).

The Retired Senior Volunteer Project® (RSVP)
enlists the skills and talents of older Vermont citizens in
assisting non-profit organizations. To volunteer, or fof
more information, phone 828-4770.

The Vermont Center for Independent Living
(VCIL)* is a statewide program that teaches people
with disabilities how to access tools and services 10
live more independently. VCIL provides information,
a resource library, referrals, one-on-one counseling,
communications equipment, and assistance in making
homes accessible. 11 East State Street, Montpeliet.
Toll-free information line: 1-800-639-1522. Website:
www.veil.org
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The Washington County Diversion Program® is an
alternative to court for first offenders in Washington
County. Offenders referred to this program may perform
community service and pay restitution. Volunteer boards
hear both adult and juvenile cases. Phone 828-0600.

The Washington County Youth Service Bureau/Boys
and Girls Club® is a private, non-profit organization
assisting youth and families through such programs as
The Basement Teen Center in Montpelier (supervised
drop-in time and activities); crisis intervention and
family counseling; programs for runaway and homeless
youth and their families; the Teen Parent Program, and
drug and alcohol counseling. Phone 229-9151 (also a
24-hr. crisis hotline).

Green Mountain Transit Agency (GMTA), central
Vermont’s public transit provider, currently runs bus
service routes in the Barre-Montpelier-Middlesex-
Waterbury arca. They also provide transportation for
clderly and disabled persons in Middlesex. For GMTA
route and schedule information, phone 866-864-0211
(toll-free) or 223-7287, or log onto www.gmtaride
org. For vanpool or carpool information, call the above
numbers or log onto www.vermontrideshare.org.

Rumney School Library

Any Middlesex resident may borrow materials from the
collection of the Rumney School Library at 433 Shady
Rill Road, It's open from 9:00 am.-3:30 p.m, duning the
school year; if you stop by, please check in at the school
office before entering the classroom area of the school.
Visitors will find a great selection of fiction and nonfic-
tion for ages 6 months to 12 years; a reference area with
encyclopedias, maps, and more; parenting books and
magazines; books on audiotape and CD (very useful for
long car trips!) and books for educators that can be used
by all. The library also has a special Conservation Book-
shelf (supported in part by the Middlesex Conservation
Commission) with guidebooks, nature activity books, and
local trail and river guides. Check with the librarian about
the weekly playgroup story hour. Phone 223-5429, x306.

U-32 Library

The U-32 High School library is a valuable community
resource open (o the public. District residents may also
access its online resources; contact the library for the
password. School-year hours: Mon, Tues and Thurs
(7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.), Wed (7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.) and

Battered Women's Services and Shelter* works
with Washington County survivors of domestic abuse,
providing shelter at a confidential location for battered
women and their children. Other services include a 24-
hourhotline, legaland social services, referrals, advocacy,
and support groups. They also make presentations on
domestic violence to schools and community groups.
All services are free. Hotline: 1-877-543-9498.

Meals on Wheels is coordinated by the Middlesex
United Methodist Church. Residents can reccive up 1o
seven meals a week (some frozen), prepared by the New
England Culinary Institute. To volunteer, or for more
information, see Contacts page or log onto middlesex
MOW@middlesexUMC.org. If you know of a senior
who would benefit, call the Senior Helpline at 1-800-
642-5119.

The Middlesex Food Shelf, sponsored by the Middlesex
United Methodist Church, is open to all central Vermont
residents, Saturday momings from 9-10:30 am., as
part of the Vermont Food Bank Network. A variety of
frozen, canned and dry goods are available, as well as
other household items. For information or to volunteer,
see Contacts.

Fri (7:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.). For summer hours, contact
the library. Phone 229-0321.

Kellogg-Hubbard Library

All residents of Middlesex, East Montpelier, Calais,
Worcester, and Montpelier are entitled to free library
cards, as these towns are in the Kellogg-Hubbard ser-
vice area.

Kellogg-Hubbard Library offers adult and children’s
books, audio books and music, magazines, videos, DVDs,
newspapers, databases, reference services, and Intemet
access, Materials can be reserved for you upon request.

Free programs for adults and children are featured regu-
larly and are highlighted in monthly brochures and on
the website. Pre-school story time is offered three times
per week.

Library hours: Monday-Thursday 10 a.m.- 8 p.m., Friday
and Saturday 10 am.- 5:30 p.m. (from June 1st through
Labor Day, the library closes at | p.m. on Saturdays).
Phone: 223-3338; e-mail: info@kellogghubbard.org. The
library's catalogue, databases, and program information
can be found on their website, www.kellogghubbard .org
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Your Mail

I's a funny thing about Middlesex: we have
no  post office, but two zip codes. Why?
Because Middlesex no longer has its own post
office, we are served by those of the surrounding
towns. Most Middlesex residents are served by the
MO'“PClicr Post Office; their tow n/city mailing address
15 Middlesex, They can pick up packages, ctc. at
the Montpelier Post Office, and their zip code is the
same as Montpelier's: 05602, (The Montpelier Post
Office is located at 87 State Street, phone 229-1718.)
Middlesex residents who live on the north side of town
are scr\fcd by the Worcester Post Office. These residents’
lO\:\'n.’cny mailing address is North Middlesex. North
Mldc.ilcscx IS a creation of the postal system-—a
mailing entity only (not a political entity). It is made
up of seven roads: Chase Road, North Bear Swamp
Road, Macey Road, Wood Road, Storey Road, PR 1,
and part of West Hill Road. North Middlesex residents
can pick up packages, etc. at the Worcester Post
Office and their zip code is the same as Worcester's:
05682. (The Worcester Post Office is located on
Rt. 12 next to the country store, phone 229-4233.)
Putting up a new mailbox: If you are putting up a
new mailbox, be in touch with your post office about
the specifications. The general standard recommends
that you leave 48 from the bottom of the box to the
ground; however, different rural carriers have different
vehicles and some recommend a different height.
Your address: Your street number is issued by the town,
not by the post office. If you have questions about your
address, contact the Town Clerk’s office.
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Getting Middlesex News

Middlesex residents can receive a wide variety of
newspapers and radio and television stations; and
growing number of residents access the intemnet. Listed
here arc those outlets most likely regularly to featyre
news specific to Middlesex.

The Middlesex Newspaper is published monthly. [t
is distributed free to each household in Middlesex that
has a post hook on which a copy may be hung, and is
available at the Town Hall, the Country Store, and the
Rumney School. Neely Washington, Editor, 677 Center
Rd., Middlesex VT 05602. Phone: 223-1033; ¢-mail
middlesexnewspaper@madnver.com.

Middlesex website: www.middlesex-vt.org features
Middlesex event listings, town election results, up-to-
date e-mail links and phone numbers for Middlesex
town officials and organizations, zoning maps,
and agendas and minutes of the various Middlesex
committees. Maintained by Town Meeting Solutions
Committee volunteers, the web site has many other
features, including a “yellow pages™-style directory
of local businesses and services offered by Middlesex
residents to link neighbors with neighbors. Listing is
free; contact the webmaster (see Contacts).

The Barre-Montpelier Times Argus newspaper is
published daily and serves the residents of central
Vermont. As it is the local paper of record, notices of
Middlesex meetings and hearings are listed here. Phone
479-0191; website ww w.limesargus.com.

The World newspaper is published weekly and serves
the residents of Washington and north-central Orange
counties. Phone 479-2582; website www.vt-world.
com.

WDEV radio (FM  96.1, AM 550) features
dnnouncements on local events, school closings, and
other local news. Phone 244-7321: website www.
wdevradio.com

Every year, Dubois Construction adds light to the dark days of
winter. Photo by Janet McKinstry
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Middlesex United Methodist Church

10 Church Street Mi ’
: : » Middlesex Village. Sund
at8:45am. is open to all. Sund i

_ ay School for preschool

t'hr(?u:.h 4th grade is held during the service. Youth F)c(:-

OWship is usually held after church service for Tth-12th

gaddcrs. z:dull prayer groups and Bible studics are of-
red each week. The church also s ‘o

and a Meals on Wheels progra Soptpdanad

: } m (see Health and Human
Services section). For information about any of these

programs, or 1o volunteer, call Pastor David Peterson
at 496—§9B4 or leave a message at 223-5118. Website:
Www.middlesexUMC org |

Shady Rill Baptist Church

260 Shady Rill Road. Worship Service is offered ev-
ery Sunday at 8:30 a.m. For more information. contact
Tonya Brett, 229-4298, or Charles Brett, 223-6706.

The Middlesex United Methodist Church (above) and Shady
Rill Baptist Church (below) are among numerous graceful old
l‘l“ldl”q.‘ ”“” (nhd”(( }h.’!.”.’\(\ F"ll‘:('\ }'U }',lhd” h(n’d(r

Trash and Recycling

A number of private haulers can be contracted to pick
up your trash and recyclables, or you can transport them
yourself 1o depots in nearby towns. Middlesex is a mem-
ber of the Central Vermont Solid Waste Management
District (CVSWMD). This group can provide informa-
tion about your trash and recycling options, and more.
Their offices are located at 137 Barre Street in Montpe-
lier; phone: 229-9383; website www.cvswmd.org/.

Houschold hazardous waste such as oil-based paints,
vamishes. toxic cleaners, rechargeable batteries, etc.
should be brought to Household Hazardous Waste Col-
lection Days. About five dates are scheduled each year
between May and October; contact the CVSWMD (see
above) for dates. The closest drop-off point for Middlesex

IS the Central Vermont Transfer Swation in East Moat-
pelier. CVSWMD also holds a twice-annual Clothing
Drop and Swap; on Friday, citizens can drop off clean
clothing, rags, linens, shoes, etc., and on Satwrday, all
are welcome to take items away for free. Contact the
CVSWMD (above) for dates

Backyard Burning

It is illegal to burn trash in Vermont. It is legal to bumn
leaves, brush and logging debris, but you must obtain
a burn permit from the Middlesex Fire Warden (see
Contacts). If you want to burn clean, unpainted, natural
wood such as lumber from construction projects, you
will need to obtain permits both from the Fire Warden
and from the Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion, Air Pollution Control Division; phone: 241-3840,
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January

Do you want to run for town office? For most clected
positions, the deadline for filing your nominating petition
with the Town Clerk is the 6th Monday before the election on
Town Meeting Day. Contact the Town Clerk,

Are you interested in putting an item on the Town Meeting
warning? The deadline 1o file your petitions with the Town
Clerk is 40 days before Town Meeting Day. (See “Local
Democracy and You™) Contact the Town Clerk.

The Middlesex Historical Society generally meets on the
third Mondays of January, May, and September at 7.00 PM
at the Middlesex Town Hall (downstairs). The meetings are
open to all. Call ahead to confirm the meeting date and time
(see Contacts).
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February
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If you want to vote on Town Mecting Day, but aren’t
registered to vote in Middlesex: the cut-off date for applying
for addition to the voter checklist is noon on the Wednesday
preceding Town Meeting Day. Contact the Town Clerk.

The Middlesex Annual Report is mailed to residents in ume
for Town Mecting, It features the report of the town officers;
the agenda for the meeting, including the articles wamned for
voting; the school report; and reports from the organizations
active in the town.,

Absentee ballots for the Australian ballot voting on Town
Meeting Day are available 20 days before Town Mecting
Contact the Town Clerk’s office.
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March

A Rumney School Budget Informational Meeting is held
at the school on the Monday night before Tuesday's Town
Meeting,

Town Meeting Day is the first Tuesday in March. Middlesex
usually holds its annual Town Mecting in the late afternoon
evening; check your Middlesex Annual Report for time and
location. Voters ask questions and discuss, amend and vote
on items during the floor meeting. Town Meeting Day is also
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the day volers cast ballots on items including electing officers
for the ensuing year, voting booths are open from 10:00 am.
to 7:00 p.m

A buffet dinner is traditonally served on Town Meeting Day
by the Middlesex United Methodist Church, continuing until
everyone has been served following Town Meeting. Proceeds
benefit church projects
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April

All dogs must be licensed by April |, Contact the Town
Clerk for details

Trout season runs from the second Saturday in April through
the last Sunday in October
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Green-Up Day is on the first Saturday in May. Join with the
thousands of volunteers across the state in this unique Vermont
tradition, cleaning up litter from roadsides and public places
and sprucing up the community. If you need collection bags,
information on drop-off points, or ideas on which Middlesex
roads need work, contact the Green-Up Day Coordinator or
the Middlesex Conservation Commission, (See Contacts.)

The Middlesex Historical Society gencrally meets on the
third Mondays of January, May and September. (See January
listing.)
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June

The Shady Rill Fishing Derby is held on the State free
fishing day in early June. (No fishing licenses are required on
that day.) A section of Martin's Brook is stocked with trout,
Children up to 12 years of age are welcome to participate,
and prizes are awarded. Refreshments and a cook-out lunch.
Suggested donation: $15.00 per family. See Contacts.

Inmid-June (the weekend after the Fishing Derby), check out the
annual Rumney School Fair & Community Plant Sale held ar
the Rumney School. Perennials are donated by your neighbors.,
Enjoy the book sale, games for children, refreshments, and
more. Contact Rumney PTO (see Comtacts),




Keep your ears open for what the Middlesex United Methodist
Church is planning for its community event in May or June. In
past years, it has been a fabulous tent sale at the end of June.
(‘hcc'k with the Church for details (see Contacts),
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July

Middlesex property tax bills are mailed out in early July.
Pay your property tax bill early to save money! A discount
ma._\' be taken if your taxes are paid in full within 30 days of
issuance of the bills.

On Thursday evenings in July and August, bring a picnic and
enjoy a concert by top-flight local and regional musicians at
the Martha Pellerin-Andy Shapiro Memorial Bandstand
located on town land adjacent to the Rumney School.
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August

Enjoy the wonderful Vermont summer! Take a walk on a
cool mountain trail or a shady back road. Enjoy fresh local
produce from the Farmer's Market in downtown Montpelier
(Saturdays from 9 am. 10 1 pm., May - October) or
Waterbury Farmer's Market (at Rusty Parker Memorial Park,
Thursdays from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., May through October). Or
go swimming or boating at the Wrightsville Reservoir.
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September

On or before the first Tuesday in Sept., members of the major
political parties may caucus and nominate candidates for Justice
of the Peace. Contact the Town Clerk for information

Enjoy com on the cob with neighbors and support a good
cause at the annual Recreation Committee Corn Roast in late
September, (Sce Contacts)

The Middlesex Historical Society generally meets on the
third Mondays of January, May and Sept. (see Jan. listing).
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October

Early voting is available to all. Absentee ballots for all
clections are available 30 days before the election. You can
vote at the Town Clerk’s office, have a ballot mailed 1o you,
or take a ballot home to vote. Call the Town Clerk.

If you want 10 vote on Election Day, but aren't registered to
vote in Middlesex: the cut-off date for applying for addition
to the voter checklist is the Wednesday before Election Day.
Ask for the Vermont Application for Addition to the Checklist
from the Town Clerk's office,

Bow hunting season runs for 23 days starting on the first
Saturday in October, and for another nine days starting the first
Saturday after the completion of rifle scason (see November).
Moose season (by lottery) is in October as well: contact the
Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife for dates.
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November

Attend the Selectboard and School Board meetings starting
in late fall if you'd like to follow and participate in the school
and town budget process.

Voting for state, federal, and some local officials takes place
on Election Day, the first Tuesday in November, in even
years. Contact the Town Clerk for voting location; voting
booths are open from 10:00 am, to 7:00 p.m. (Polls open
at 7:00 am, for the General Election duning Presidential
Election years.)

Deer season (rifle) runs from 12 days before Thanksgiving
until the Sunday following Thanksgiving. Muzzieloader
season, as well as a second bow hunting season, run for nine
days starting the first Saturday afier the completion of rifle
season

Middlesex property taxes are due on November 20 of cach
year (as voted on at Town Meeting), Questions? Call the
Town Clerk.
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December

If you need your driveway plowed, or an extra cord of wood
delivered this winter, hire your neighbor! Many Middlesex
businesses and services are listed on the Middlesex website,
www.middlesex-vt.org. And be sure to enjoy winter in
Vermont, whether snowmobiling, skiing, or skating (see
“Recreation in Middlesex™ section).

Scenes from the seasons of Middlesex, photos p. 32 by
Renee O'Brien; p. 33, cow and calf, and log landing, Mark
Bushnell; landscape artists, Susan Clark,




Middlesex Contact lnfmm.nmn
Rumnes School

431 Shady Rl Road
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